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FIRST SETTLEMENT OF COLUMBIA. 


From MSS. documents in possession of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania. 


A brief statement of facts relating to the first settlement 
of Cotumsia, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, by 
Anravr B. Braprorp, who says in his letter accom- 
panying the communication, that ‘‘the facts were 
gathered chiefly from a manuscript journal, belong- 
ing to the great grand-daughter of Robert Barber, the 
first settler,” 

Recollections of the First Settlement of Columbia, Lan- 

caster County, Pa. 


About the year 1726-7, Robert Barber of Chester, 
came to this place, and took up (as it was then called) 
1000 acres of land on the river Susquehanna, (pur- 
chased I think from Jeremiah Langhorne, the agent of 
the proprietor,) bounded north by Chiques hill, S. E. 
by what was afterwards called Patton’s hill. The jour- 
ney from Chester in those days was thought a very 
great undertaking, the country being uninhabited by 
any except Indians, whose wigwams were scattered 
promiscuously. In the following year, (1728,) three 
farmers actuated by a laudable spirit of adventure, came 
from Chester to make their homes in the wilderness. 
Samuel Blunston,the richest of the three, purchased 500 
acres of the land taken up by R. Barber, next the North 
Hill: he built on the rising ground occupied at present 
by Samuel Heise. The house was torn down a few 
years since, to make room for the building which now 
stands on the spot. John Wright, took the middle 
part (about 200 acres;) he built where Misses E. and A. 
Wright now reside, (2d st. opposite the Catholic cha- 
pel.) The house has been much altered and repaired, 
but the greater part of it is still the same he built. He 
came from Manchester, England, among the early set- 
tlers in 1714; was a preacher in the Friends’ Society, 
and was judge of the county court for many years. Ro- 
bert Barber retained the remaining 300 acres next the 
lower hill—he came from Yorkshire, England—he fol- 
lowed the sea for many years, and had been a prisoner 
in France. He built the brick house now occupied by 
John Hinkle—he was sheriff of the county, and it was 
intended the seat of justice should have been here, ‘in 
consequence of which he built a prison near his house 
—a strong log building, which was pulled down not 
many years since. James, afterwards Sir James Annes- 
ley, was once confined there,having run away from his 
waster, (his story is well known.) ~R. Barber had a 
son bearing his own name, who built a house which has 
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gone, There were no pine boards for architecture asat the 
present day; and the joists, window and door frames were 
made of oak; what little pine was in it, was obtained 
from logs found in the river, and sawed ata mill on 
Strickler’s Run, owned by Nathaniel Barber. There 
was also a fulling-mill on the same stream owned by S. 
Barber. The land back from the river was settled prin- 
cipally by Germans; Forry’s, Strickler’s, Sherrick’s Gu- 
ber’s,&c. Their first purchase was from an old woman na- 
med Mary Ditcher, who usedto go through the country 
making what was then called improvemenis—a few sticks 
piled together, a fire kindled, and a pot hung over it,con- 
stituted a first right. Those who could pay for the land 
had first choice, but these improvements were general- 
ly bought for a trifle by those able to pay for the lands. 
This old Mary Ditcher seems to have been rather a sin- 
gular personage. She is described as wandering through 
the woods, leading an old horse, her only property, with 
her knitting in her hand, and clad in a garment chiefly 
of sheepskin. This was called Hempfield township, 
from the great quantity of hemp raised there. The 
township below was called Manor, from lands reserved 
by the proprietors, and called in imitation of the English 
custom, the Proprietor’s Manor. The settlers adjoining 
were Irish families named Patton, who gave name to the 
hill and the current below, called Patton’s current. It 
has been said there was once a great slaughter of the 
Indians at that place, by a party of cruel men headed 
by a person named Bill. In the neighbourhood, were 
many places said to be the graves of the Indians, and 
it was believed that a piece of cannon lay sunk in the 
current. Below this the settlers were Germans—Stine- 
man’s, Kauffman’s, Hare’s, Kupley’s, &c. The town- 
ship above was called Donegal by the Irish settlers, 
Anderson’s, Cook’s, Tate’s, Hays’s. Anderson’s ferry, 

where Marietta now stands, is well known. Many 
changes have taken place since the first selling of the 
lands. Where Robert Barber first built, there was an 
island opposite the land, with large trees growing on it, 

but since torn away by the ice. The winters being 
very severe the ice was very thick, and in the general 
breaking up those trees were gradually torn up, and 
carried off. At such times the water rose toa great. 
height azove where the row of storehouses now stands. 

The old Indians said, they remembered the river rising 

to the second bank with a break of ice; and Mr. Barber 

has ploughed up muscle shells, at that distance from the 

river. Near the point of Turkey hill, were what was 

called the shad rocks! where shad were caught with dip’ 
nets, every one paying a set price for adip. The first 
shad caught with a seine, was between 1760 and 65, on 
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the’east side of the river below the old ferry course. 
A sturgeon was once caught in a fish basket in the low- 
er falls. 

The ferry across the Susquehanna was very early es- 
tablished. Two large canoes lashed together were 
used at first to take a wagon across, which had to be 
unloaded. In 1750, it was much improved and rented 
for £100 per annum, with the ground attached to it. 


John Wright’s stone house was built between 1740- 
50, also the little stone mill at the mouth of Shawnee 
run, (still standing,) this latter was built by James 
Wright. There was flour made at this mill, for the use 
of Braddock’s army—it was packed in small casks for 
the purpose, and carried on pack-horses, a cask on 
each side—it was taken to what was then called Rays- 
town and fort Duquesne, (now Pittsburg. ) 

The people who had hired a time with the owners of 
the lands, or had been much employed by them, seem- 
ed to claim a kind of patronage from their masters, and 
usually contrived to get a small house with a garden, 
and potatoe patch. Their rent was so many days work 
in harvest, or other farmers work: many of them were 
tradesmen—weavers, shoemakers; and were paid for 
their work in grain, &c. Harvest wages were half a 
bushel of wheat; raising grain was not the principal ob- 
ject with the farmers, for there was no market for it: 
hops and hemp were the sources of profit. Many of 
these persons were Germans (redemptioners.) The first 
Friends’ meeting-house was built in the upper part of 
the town, (Union street,) Catharine Peyton and Mary 
Peasley, ministers from Ireland, held meeting there— 
they travelled on horseback. 

In the fall of 1755, the inhabitants were greatly 
alarmed on account of the Indians. Braddock’s army had 
been defeated and dispersed the preceding summer, 
and it was reported that the Indians were collecting a 
large number of bark canoes at the head of the Susque- 
hanna, and were coming in great force to destroy all be- 
fore them. The inhabitants were struck with fear at 
the slightest noise during the night, as they hourly ex- 
pected the Indians coming down upon them. At last 
they agreed to take the women and children to Phila- 
delphia. They rented a large house to accommodate 
all, and late in the autumn five families and their attend- 
ants, in all about thirty, left their homes through fear 
of the Indians, ‘The men remained however, some of 
them going occasionally during the winter to visit their 
families. The few Indians who were on friendly terms 
with the whites, were also struck with fear at the ex- 
pected invasion, and in consequence fled to Philadel- 
phia, where one of the lobbies of the old state house 
was allowed them for a place of residence. The whites 
who remained, fortified the stone house belonging to 
John Wright, which was the strongest in ‘the place. 
The winter passing without an assault from the hostile 


but there were also among them of the Shawnee tribe. 
There was one called Shawnee John; and the little run 
on whose banks they built their huts, is still called 
Shawannah (Shawnee) run. They were here when 
the first white settlers came; were entirely peaceable 
and seemed as much afraid of the other Indians as the 
whites were—they were great beggars, very intimate 
with and much attached to the whites—naming their 
children after their favourite neighbours. The govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania had got into other hands, and the 
mild and peaceable nature of the administration of Penn 
was changed for one more hostile to the poor Indians. 
The Friends did all they could to prevent it, but in 
ivan. Many thought they ought to be destroyed uncere- 
moniously, Accordingly a company of Presbyterians, 
from Paxtang township, under the name of the Paxton 
Boys, determined to come by night and massacre 
promiscuously the poor Indians, at their town about 
nine miles off, near Turkey hill. Previous to this the 
Indians complained that they were suffering. They were 
afraid to go any distance from their town to sell their 
little wares, as the people began to threaten them. In 
consequence of this, James Wright and a German named 
Herr, whé lived near the Indian town, were appointed 
by government, to supply them with flour, and other 
things necessary to their subsistence. They were ad- 
vised to keep in their town, their christian neighbours 
sympathizing with them: the most of these were Ger- 
mans of the Menonist Society, whose principles like the 
Friends’, are against war or volence of any kind. 

Such was the situation of things, when on a snowy 
morning in December, 1763, a German neighbour came 
to Robert Barber’s house, and requested him to go with 
him in pursuit of some ones who had been at his house 
the night before, and whom he called robbers. They 
had behaved ina very disorderly manner, such as melt- 
ing the pewter spoons on the stove, &c. Mr. Barber, 
supposing it had been some persons in a frolic, advised 
his friend to take no notice of it. He had scarcely left 
the house, when five or six men came in, very cold, their 
great coats covered with snow and wet. They left their 
guns standing outside. Mr. Barber was not personally 
acquainted with them, though he knew from-what part 
of the country they came. He made up a fire to warm, 
and treated them to the customary morning refresh- 
ments. While they warmed themselves, they inquired 
why the Indians were suffered to live peaceably here— 
Mr. Barber said they were entirely inoftensive, being 
on their own lands, and injuring no one. They asked 
what would be the consequence if they were all destroy- 
ed? Mr. Barber said he thought they would be. as 
liable to punishment as if they had destroyed so many 
white men. They said, they were of a different opi- 
nion, and in a few minutes went out. - In the mean 
time, however, two sons of Mr. B. about 10 or 12 years 





Indians, the families together with the peaceable Indi-| old, went out to look at the strangers’ horses, which 
ans, returned in the spring to their homes. The town | were hitched at a little distance from the house. After 
has never been disturbed by hostile Indians since | the men went, the boys came in and said they (the 
its first settlement. - | men) had tomahawks, tied to their saddles, which were 

In December 1763, the massacre of the poor Conesto- | all bloody, and that they had Christy’s gun, (Christy 
ga Indians took place. They were called Conestoga, | was a little Indian boy about their own age—they 
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were much attached to him, as he was their play- = Philadelphia to inoculate the children who never 
mate, and made their bows and arrows, and other | had had the small pox; being all connected they were 
means of amusement.) While the family all wondered | taken to one house, to make it convenient for the Doc- 


what it could mean, a messenger came from Herr, 
giving information of the dreadful deed. Mr. Barber 
and some others went down to see the extent of the 
massacre. Shocking indeed was the sight!—the dead 
bodies of fourteen poor Indians lay among the rub- 
bish of their burnt cabins, like half consumed logs! 
Mr. B. after some trouble, procured their bodies to 
administer to them the rights of sepulchre. It. was 
said, that at the beginning of the slaughter, an Indian 
mother placed her little child under a barrel, charg- 
ing it to make no noise—a shot was fired through 
the barrel, which broke the child’s arm, and still it 
kept silent. The rest of the Indians to the number of 
28, who were absent from the town at the first mas- 
sacre, were collected together to be reserved for a still 
more distressing fate. They were put into the jail at 
Lancaster, for safety, as it was said; but the merciless 
wretches not satisfied with their first work, went thither, 
and (not in spite of opposition, for there was none 
made, ) broke open the jail, and cruelly and inhumanly, 
in the most shocking manner destroyed them all—old 
men, women, and children. There was at the time, a 
company of Scotch Highlanders quartered in Lancaster 
—their commander (Capt. Robinson, ) pleaded for or- 
ders from the authorities to defend the jail, promising 
that none oneither side should be hurt, but the magis- 
trates could not be found, though the event occurred 
in day light—whether through fear or that they con- 
nived at it was never known. Their excuses seemed too 
trifling to be admitted—one could not find his wig, and 
things of as little importance were pleaded in extenua- 
tion of their guilt. An Episcopalian minister in Lan- 


tor. He had forty patients—one or two that did not 
take the small pox, by inoculation, died; the rest all did 
well. - It was the opinion then, that it would be wrong 
to inoculate the second time, lest the subject should 
take the disease the natural way, and have a double 
portion. 

Shortly after this date, the tranquillity of the town 
was disturbed by the revolutionary movements; great 
excitement was felt here, and as the inhabitants were 
moved by a patriotic spirit, having no, or few arms of 
any kind, their trainings in particular for war, were 
performed with sticks, &c, 

From this date, the history of the place is on record. 


AFRICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


Ata meeting of the coloured people of the city and 
vicinity of Pittsburg, convened at the African Church, 
on the evening of the 16th Jan. 1832, J.B. Vashon, 
was appointed Chairman, and Lewis Woodson, Secre- 
tary. 

The object of the meeting being stated by the Chair- 
man, after some further deliberation, the following Pre- 
amble and Constitution were adopted. 


PREAMBLE. 


Whereas, ignorance in all ages has been found te ‘e- 
base the human mind, and to subject its votaries to the 
lowest vices, and most abject depravity; and it must be 
admitted, that ignorance is the sole cause of the present 
degradation and bondage of the people of colour in 
these United States; that the intellectual capacity of 
the black man is equal to that of the white, and that he 
is equally susceptible of improvement, all ancient his- 
tory makes manifest; and even modern examples put 
beyond a single doubt. 

We, therefore, the people of colour, .of the city and 


caster, wrote, to vindicate the conduct of the magis- | vicinity of Pittsburg, and state of Pennsylvania, for 


trates, bringing scripture to prove that it was right, to 
destroy the heathen—and many others were of the same 
opinion, 

The Paxton Boys after this dreadful and inhuman 
slaughter, made their boast, that now having procur- 
ed so many scalps, they would go to Philadelphia and 
let the Quakers share the same fate. They went, and 
the consequence is well known, 


It has always seemed strange that these men should 
have been suffered to go unpunished. The disordered 
and chaotic state of the colony at that time prevented, 
however, the speedy and impartial administration of 
justice. 

It was belicved, however, that all or most of them, 
came to an untimely end. There was an Indian named 
Bill Sock, who it was said, had been up the river, with 
the hostile Indians who committed outrages on the 
whites during the preceding summer, and that the 
whites were actuated by a spirit of retaliation in the 
massacre of the Conestogas. But this statement, 
(which would afford but a trivial excuse for civilized 
men, acting in such a cruel and inhuman manner if 
true,) is however false, as Bill Sock was during that 
summer in the employ of Robert Barber. 

In the year 1757 or 8, a physician (Dr. Moore, ) came 


the purpose of dispersing the moral gloom, that has 
long hung around us; have; under Almighty God, as- 
sociated ourselves together, which association shall be 
known by the name of the Pittsburg African Education 
Society, which shall have for the direction of its govern- 
ment, the following 


CONSTITUTION, 


Articte 1. Thereshall be a President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer and Board of Managers, con- 
sisting of five, each of whom shall be elected annu- 
ally by the members of the Society, at its annual 
meeting, and shall continue in office until their suc- 
cessors are appointed. 

Arr. 2. Itshall be the duty of the President, to pre- 
side at all meetings of the society, and of the Board 
of Managers; to preserve order in its deliberations,and 
to put all motions, when duly made and seconded, to 
the decision of the meeting; to sign all orders on the 
Treasurer for money. In the absence of the Presi- 
dent, the Vice-President shall perform his duties. 

Art. 3. The Secretary shall keep a fair record of all 
the proceedings of the society, and of the Board of 
Managers, in a book to be furnished him for-that pur- 
pose, and shall file and keep all papers of importance 
tothe society; and at the expiration of his office, 
shall deliver over to his successor, all books and pa- 
pers in his care, belonging to the society. 

Anr. 4. The Treasurer shall keep all moneys and other 
property belonging to the society, committed to his 
care, and shall keep a fair account thereof, in a book 
to be furnished him for that purpose, His books 
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shall be open for inspection at any meeting of the soci- 
ety, or of the Board of Managers; and atthe expira- 
tion of his office, he shall deliver over to his success- 
or, all moneys and other property in his possession, 
belonging to the society. 

Ant. 5. It shall be the duty of the Board of Managers, 
to transact the business of the society during its re- 
cess, and to purchase such books as the society may, 
from time to time, direct. When the society may 
deem it expedient, they shall have power to raise 
money by subscription or otherwise, to purchase 

und, and erect thereon a suitable bailding or build- 


gentleman, in his lectures, imparted to the subjects of 
geology and mineralogy, awakened in the minds of 
many a desire to become acquainted with those and oth- 
er branches of natural science, and the facilities which 
the institution of a Cabinet would afford, in the acquisi- 
tion of natural knowledge, were tooapparent to be over- 
looked. " 

The first public meeting to take into consideration 
the utility of forming a society for the promotion of 
natural science, and for the establishment of a collec- 
tion of specimens, in the animal, vegetable and mineral 


departments of nature, was held at the house of Mr. 
ings for the accommodation and education of youth, | Levi Roberts, in Norristown, on the 7th day of August, 


and a hall for the use of the society. They shall| 1830. At this meeting a committee was appointed, 
have power to make, alter, or abolish all by-laws and | and instructed to invite, through the medium of the pub- 
regulations necessary for their government; and to do | lic papers, the attention of the citizens of this county, 
whatever else may be conducive tothe best interests | to the objects contemplated bythe meeting In dis- 
of the society. charge of their duty, the committee prepared and pub- 
Art. 6. The President, Vice-President, Secretary, and | lished an able address on the subject they were instruct- 
Treasurer, shall be members of the Board of Mana- | ed to present to the public, which had the effect of se- 
ers, any five of whom shall constitute a quorum to | curing the co-operation of many intelligent individuals 

o business. in accomplishing the object proposed—the formation of 
Art. 7. Any person subscribing his name to this Con- | a society for the cultivation of natural knowledge. In 
stitution, and paying into the hands of the Treasurer | their address which is dated August 20, 1830, the com- 
the sum of two dollars, shall be a member of this so- | mittee requested the attendance of those disposed to 
ciety, which sum the Society may alter, from time to | become members of such a society, at a meeting desig- 
time, as they may see fit. nated to be held at the house of Levi Roberts on the 4th 
Arr. 8. The Annual Meeting of the society shall be on | day of September next, subsequent to the date of the 
the third Monday in each year, and its Monthly Meet- | address. Atthat time and place a meeting was accord- 
ing, on the second Monday in each month. ingly held, and a committee of five were appointed to 
Arr. 9. Noalteration shall be made in this Constitution | prepare articles of Association and Bye Laws for the 
without the concurrence of two thirds of its mem- | consideration of the next meeting, which, pursuant to a 
bers. resolution, was to be held at the same place on the 16th 
The following persons were elected Officers of the | of the same month, September, 1830. When the time 
Society for the ensuing year. of meeting atrived, the committee to whom the duty was 
JOHN B. VASHON, President. entrusted, submitted articles offAssociation, which, after 

JOB B. THOMPSON, Vice-President. some slight alterations, were unanimously approved and 

LEWIS WOODSON, Secretary. adopted. With regard to the Bye-Laws, the committee 

ABRAHAM D. LEWIS, T'reasurer. were continued, tomake their Report at a future meet- 

RICHARD BRYANS, ing—and they were subsequently discharged from the 














































further consideration of the matter, untilthe charter of 
Saar nmaiete ; a , incorporation, which had been applied for, could be 
MOSES HOW ARD, Managers. obtained from the proper authorities. Pursuant to the 


’ 10th article of association reported by the committee, 
SAREL ‘CLINGRAM, J and in accordance with a nedkaden aiiiad by the meet- 
ing, the following officers were chosen, until the next 
annual election which is to be held this day. President— 
Jonathan Roberts. Vice Presidents—George W. Hol- 
stein, Joseph Foulke. Corresponding Secretary— 
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. Thomas M. Jolly. Recording Secretary—Alan W. 
Corson. Librarian—Daniel H. Mulvany. Curators— 
Pocsrisnen BY ORDER oF THE SOCIETY. John Freedley, Philip Kendall and Joseph Thomas. 
Ata stated meeting of the Cabinet, held on the 31st | Treasurer—John S. McFarland. Auditors—Charles. 
day of December, 1831, Daniel H. Mulvany, from the | Jones, George W. Thomas and Hiram Corson. 
committee appointed for the purpose, submitted the fol-| The society being thus organized, such committees 
lowing Report, which was approved, and ordered to be } were appointed at subsequent meetings, with specific 
published: : duties assigned them, as were judged expedient to carry 
At the last stated meeting a Committee was appointed | into effect the objects of the association. The treasurer, 
to prepare a Report on the present state of the Cabinet | to whom the duty of procuring the charter of incorpo- — 
ot Natural Science of Montgomery county. In dis- | ration was entrusted, re d at the stated meeting in 
charging this duty, the committee will premise that, as | April, 1331, that the articles prepared for the purpose 
this is the first Annual Report ever made on the subject, | had been signed by the Attorney General, the Judges of 
the occasion is deemed appropriate to take a brief view | the Supreme Court and the Governor, and the charter 
of the formation of the Cabinet, its progress up to the was therefore perfected. A committee was then ap- 
present period, and the purposes for which it was insti- | pointed to prepare Bye-Laws for the regulation of the 
tuted. society. These were submitted ata stated meeting in 
Perhaps the existence of similar institutions in some | July, 1831 and adopted. A committee was also appoint- 
of our neighbouring counties, and a conviction of their | ed to ascertain and mark the site of the Observatory, 
utility in a public and individual point of view, first sug- | erected and used by the celebrated David Rittenhouse, 
gested to some of our citizens the idea of establishing | and which, since the death of that philosopher, had 
a Cabinet of Natural Science in Montgomery county.— | been suffered to fallintoa state of delapidation. This 
But it was not until a series of lectures had been de- | committee reported at a stated meeting in June last, 
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- livered in this borough by Peter A. Browne, Esq. of | that through the politeness of the venerable Maj. Joseph 


Philadelphia, whose merits as a geologist are extensive- | Armstrong, they were shown the remains of a stone 
ly known and appreciated, that any effectual measures | building which, according to the account of Maj. Arm- 
were taken for the formation of a Society for the culti- | strong, whose veracity isto be relied on, was the same 
vation of natural science. The interest which this | usedby Mr. Rittenhouse as an Observatory. It is situ- 
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ated in the township of Norriton, about two and a half 
miles from this borough. 


Since the organization of the society considerable pro- 
gress has been made, in the collection of appropriate 
specimens for the different departments of the Cabinet. 
The mineralogical department is gradually receiving an 
accession to the number of its specimens, which at the 
present time is about 300. Fora considerable portion 
of these—some of which are European—the society is 
indebted to the kindness and liberality of Peter A. 
Browne, Esq. whose exertions in behalf of the Cabinet 
have contributed much to elevate the character of the 
institution. A number of specimens have also been 
presented by Mr. Joseph Thomas, now Cashier of the 
Pottsville Bank, who was formerly one of the Curators, 
and whose active and efficient co-operation aided much 
the foundation of the present society. Many other indi- 
viduals also, not connected with the society, have evinc- 
ed their good will, and an interest in its behalf, by dona- 
tions of specimens—and among these the munificence 
of Charles A. Poulson, Esq. is gratefully acknowledged. 
This gentleman has designed for the Cabinet a splendid 
collection of insects, from China, which are understood 
to be now at West Chester; and as soon as measures can 
be taken to have them forwarded to this place, they 
will form a {most valuable acquisition to our museum. 

In the Botanical department, we have specimens of 
nearly five hundred plants, whichare either indigenous 
or naturalized in Montgomery county. Forthe herba- 
rium comprising these plants the society is indebted to 
the kindness of Miss Hannah Corson, whose donation 
in this respect is the more valuable from the circum- 
stance that no addition has been made to the collection 
of plants made and presented by her to the Cabinet. 
The fact however, that nothing has been added to the 
result of her labours, it. is hoped will have the effect of 
directing the attention of the members to the cultiva- 
tion of this science, and of impressing on their minds 
the utility of procuring specimens in botany. If the 
members would form themselves into several parties, 
each party, exploring a particular section, a general 
herbarium might be collected of all the plants of Mont- 
gomery county. Nor would this be the only result of 
such} an undertaking. In a general botanical excur- 
sion throughout the county, its mineral treasures might 
be explored, and specimens procured, without encroach- 
ing much on the time devoted to the purpose, or adding 
much to the labour, of collecting specimens forthe her- 
barium. The duplicates too, which might be obtained 
in this way, would enable us to furnish specimens to oth- 
er Cabinets and to scientific individuals, in return for 
their favours—and by thus exchanging the natural pro- 
ductions of our own section of the county, for those 
collected in neighbouring and distant parts, the inte- 
rests of our institution would be materially promoted, 


The Library at present contains about 20 volumes, 
among which are Godman’s Natural History, Say’s En- 
tomology, one volume of Audubon’s Ornithological Bio- 

raphy, &c. 

BOF the minerals which have been collected by the 
members, or presented by others, but few compara- 
tively have been obtained within the borders of our own 
county. When it is recollected, Oe one of the pri- 
mary objects of our association is, t0 procure materials 
for a complete history of the natural productions of this 
county—to be enabled to display at Tglance, to those 
who shall do us the favour to visit our Cabinet, the ani- 
mals, insects, fishes and birds which inhabit within its 
limits, and particularly those which are least familiar to 
the common eye—the vegetable plants which are the 
spontaneous growth of our soil, and the mineral trea- 
sures lying on its surface, or imbedded beneath it—it is 
to be regretted that specimens of these various articles 
have not been more generally procured. With regard 
to mineral wealth, our own isa highly favoured county. 
We have inexhaustible quarries of limestone, inferior 
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in quality to none in the state, extensive beds of excel- 
lent marble, and iron ore, and mines of copper, lead and 
zinc. There isreason to believe that even these have 
not been fully developed, and that there are large quan- 
tities of the same kind of minerals yet undiscovered. 
Perhaps it is not too much to expect that our Cabinet 
may yet be the means of conveying an accurate know- 
ledge of the true extent of our resourees, in respect to 
those minerals, and developing other treasures which 
now remain imbedded in the earth, their nature, proper- 
ties, and the uses to which they might be applied, being 
alike unknown. 

In several of the branches of natural science—Orni- 
thology, Entomology, &c.—it must be confessed, we 
have as yet accomplished little or nothing; but there is 
reason to indulge the hope that during the ensuing year 
these important subjects will receive a due share of the 
attention of the members. The prospect bfore us is 
certainly encouraging—and if, in speaking of our opera- 
tions, we have to lament that some of the most impor- 
tant branches of natural science have been partially ne- 
glected, yet if we contemplate for a moment the diffi- 
cnlties we have already encountered and overcome, and 
the ennobling purposes for which our Cabinet has been 
instituted, we will find, inthese considerations, the high- 
est incentive to hope that our efforts, in cultivating and 
promoting a knowledge of the natural sciences, will be 
productive of the most beneficial results. Our Society 
has been in existence a year, and it was not, in the na- 
ture of things, to be expected, that any considerable 
progress should have been made in the cultivation of all 
the diversified branches of natural science. It is suffi- 
cient cause for pleasing reflection, and at the same 
time a high inducement to future and more vigorous 
exertion, that the extensive field on which we have 
entered has been already partially explored, and that, 
with regard to our end and aim, every reasonable an- 
ticipation has been realized. 

The objects for which the Cabinet has been estab- 
lished are such as cannot fail to recommend themselves 
to the best feelings of every intelligent individual in 
the community. To encourage and promote a love of 
natural knowledge in the minds of the rising genera- 
tion—to afford to the more experienced votaries of nat- 
ural science, facilities in the prosecution of their studies 
which could not otherwise be so readily obtained—to 
collect into one common repository, and be enabled to 
exhibit at a view all the rare and curious specimens, in 
animated nature, which can be procured within the 
limits of our country—-to form a Museum of shells, fo- 
reign and antiquated coins, Indian and other relics, &c. 
and in which can be deposited all the various specimens 
and distinct species of Montgomery county minerals, as 
well as the kindred productions of neighbouring states 
and distant countries—to possess a Herbarium of all 
the plants, native and naturalized, within our country, 
so that at a future day some American Botanist may be 
assisted to accomplish in that science, what Wilson and 
Audubon have in Ornithology—to form an extensive 
Library, by a collection of books and works on subjects 
connected with natural science, for the purpose of illus- 
trating and promoting a knowledge of its various branch- 
es—these are the considerations which have called into 


existence, and which must sustain, the present Cabi- 
net. 


The committee cannot close this communication with- 
out requesting the attention of our agriculturists and 
our citizens generally to the objects of our association. 
To the farmer, a knowledge of the minerals he meets 
with in the daily routine of his business, their character 
and properties—of the insects which infects and des 
the produce of his farm, and of the plants and mom A 
which are valuable or pernicious, in his fields and gar- 
dens, cannot be unimportant. For the purpose there- 
fore of obviating any deficiency of knowledge, in these 
respects we would respectfully suggest to our farmers 
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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


[Fesrvany 





and others, that, should they do us the favour to furnish which contains the following passages: ‘* We had ar- 


specimens of animals or insects, or of minerals and 
plants, with whose names and properties they were un- 
acquainted; the society would cheerfully impart to 
them all the information which the members collective- 
ly would be enabled to give. We would also suggest 

t native productions, either in the animal, vegetable 
or mineral kingdom, which are even familiar to our 
citizens, and which may be regarded by them as of 
small importance, will always be acceptable to the Soci- 
ety. If the example of those individuals who have for- 
warded specimens for the Cabinet, were more generally 
initated, the effect would doubtless be, to confer a re- 
ciprocal benefit to the community and to the members— 
and these latter would be encouraged in the study of 
natural science, by a consciousness that their efforts 
were appreciated by the public, and thatthe knowledge 
which they themselves had acquired could be communi- 
cated with profit to others. 

Our society is at present composed of thirty members, 
and an addition to the number is to be desired, as it would 
enhance the value and extend the operations of the in- 
stitution. Any member has a right to propose any per- 
son who shall desire it, asa candidate for admission, at 
any of the stated meetings which are held on the last 
Saturday of each month in the year, and at the next 
subsequent meeting, such candidate, may be elected a 
member. The only expense necessary to be incurred, 
is the institution fee of five dollars, and an annual pay- 
ment of two dollars, On the rising generation the in- 
stitution we have established, must rely ina great mea- 
sure for support and advancement, The earlier period 
of life, before the cares and pursuits of the world ab- 
sorb the attention, is the time for improvement; and at 
that interesting period, the energies of the youthful 
mind could not perhaps be better employed than in the 
acquisition of natural knowledge. The utility of such 
knowledge will not be denied; and if we may credit 
the concurrent testimony of all who have cultivated na- 
tural science with any degree of success, it is one of the 
most delightful studies in which the human mind can be 
engaged. ‘To young men, then, who are just beginning 
to search into the “fine mysteries of knowledge,” who are 
forming habits of mind, on which must depend, in a 
great measure, their happiness as individuals, their use- 
fulness as citizens, and their success in life, and on whom 
will devolve in future the responsibility of sustaining 
and exalting the inteilectual character of their country, 
an early love for the study of nature is of the last im- 
portance. The boundaries of knowledge are only en- 
larged in proportion as the attention is excited; and 
the mind that in youth, can contemplate with delight 
the works of creation, and have a desire to become ac- 
quainted with the various objects of nature, is fitted to 
achieve the loftiest triumphs of genius and learning, 
and to enjoy at the same time, the highest degree of 
intellectual pleasure of which the human mind is suscep- 
tible. 


BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The following letter was written some time since, and 
was never designed for publication. It accidently came 
into the hands of a New York editor, who observing the 
singular manner in which it disproves a charge made 

inst the United States Bank, thought it proper to 
lay it before the public. It cannot but serve as an en- 
tire vindication of the Bank from at least one of the ab- 
surd charges that have been preferred against it. 


(PRIVATE. ) 
Bank of the United States, Sept. 27, 1830. 


Dear Sir,—I have receftly received a pamphlet en- 
titled, “ Proceedings and the Resolutionsand Addresses 
adopted by the State Rights’ party in Charleston,” 


SS 
NN LC LCC CO OL LLL LL LLL LLL 
Se 


rayed against us the influence of the President of the 
Bank of the State of South Carolina, emphatically your 
Bank, who was among the most zealous in his efforts 
against us, and among the most industrious in his cry of 
civil war, blood, andrevolution. The President of the 
Bank of the U. States was not less active, and the head 
which presides over this great Federal Institution was 
seen superintending, with an anxious scrutiny, the polls 
at the election.” Andagain. ‘But if Charleston be 
fated to be governed by northern traders, officers of 
the Federal Judiciary, custom officers, and officers of 
the United States Bank, we know,’”* &c. And further, 
** All the power of the Custom House, and of the Bank 
of the United States, all the power of the Federal Judi- 
ciary, and even to a certain extent, of the Bank of our 
own state, may be arrayed against us.” 

However unwilling to interpret very literally, ex- 
pressions provoked by the ardour of political contro- 
versy, there is yet in these extrae¢ts a direct assertion 
of facts, which unless the highly respectable gentlemen 
who make it are entirely misinformed, is calculated to 
excite extreme regret. In the administration of the 
Bank of the United States, no principal is more funda- 
mental than its total abstinence from politics. Its uni- 
form object has been to devote itself exclusively to its 
own concerns, leaving public affairs to the public coun- 
cils: to belong to the country, not to any section of it; 
to be true to every administration of the government, 
yet subservient to none; and while composed of fellow 
citizens of all parties, to be wholly unconnected with 
any. You know that during the many years in which I 
have enjoyed the pleasure of your correspondence, I 
have never made a single inquiry into the political opi- 
nions of any individual attached to the Branch. Iam 
at this moment equally ignorant and indifferent, and 
my only anxiety is, that they should so exercise their 
own rights as not to violate those of the institution. Un- 
doubtedly, the officers of the Bank are all citizens, re- 
taining all their privileges of free thought and free ac- 
tion, nor would the directors presume to control the 
politicale opinions of the humblest individual in their 
service. Yet itis not an unreasonable expectation that 
they who voluntarily engage inthe employment of the 
institution, should conform to its essential policy, and 
cautiously abstain from any conduct which may bring 
upon it undeserved odium. Now there is nothing more 
adapted to offend and estrange the community than an 
active and ostensible participation in popular elections, 
by the officers of the Bank. Whether they are in the 
right or inthe wrong; whether the occasion be great or 
small, whether they succeed or fall, are matters of not 
the slightest consequence. ll parties think them- 
selves always right; to all parties all contests seem im- 
portant; and all, if they do not succeed, are sure they 
ought to succeed; so that whether victorious or defeat- 
ed, each party retains a feeling against its prominent 
adversaries, which it inevitably transfers to the institu- 
tions identified with them. 


The Board of Directors are therefore extremely un- 
willing that the officers of the Bank should be zealous 
or conspicuous at elections, and the reproach thus pub- 
licly vouched is of a character to excite great sensibili- 
ty. That feeling“f, trust you will be able to remove or 
allay, so as to relieve the institution from the imputation 
of political interference, andI therefore take the earliest 
opportunity of inviting you to furnish me with the 
means of placing the subject before the Board in a satis- 
factory light. This‘willbe very acceptable to them, 
and particularly gratifying to 

Yours, with great respect, 


N. BIDDLE, 
President. 


Jos. Jounson, Esq. Prest. Off. Dis. & Dep. 
Charleston, S. C. 
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From the Harrisburg Chronicle. 
\ 
| 


LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA. | 


In Senate—Friday, Feb. 9. | 
NAVIGATION OF THE DELAWARE. 


A message, accompanied with documents, being re- 
ceived from the Governor, was read as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwwealth of Pennsylvania. 


GentremEen—I hasten to lay before the two Houses 
copies of a communication from the executive of the 
state of New Jersey, and of certain resolutions adopted 
by the legislature of that state, accompanying the same, 
relative to an alleged obstruction of the navigation of 
the river Delaware, by the erection of a wing dam in the 


bined locks near New Hope to Bristol, and alsothat at 
certain seasons of the year, and certain heights of water 
in said river, it does now and from its location and di- 
mensions will probably hereafter materially interfere 
with and obstruct the free navigation of the river. 
Permit me, sir, respectfully to call your attention to 


| this subject so important to the interests of that portion 


of the citizens of New Jersey; concerned in the river 
trade; and to request that you will give to it an early 
consideration. 

The idea is not entertained that the canal commission- 
ers acting under authority of the state of Pennsylvania, 
have intentionally erected this dam in such manner, as 
to obstruct the free navigation of the river, and thereby 
infringe the rights of New Jersey, on the contrary, it is 
understood that they expressly directed it to be so con- 
structed as to avoid that result. But as the effect of it 
is now ascertained to be such as materially to interfere 


said river, on the Pennsylvania side of the same, near | with the navigation, it is confidently hoped that the 


New Hope. 
Although the obstructions of the navigation of the 
Delaware river, of a more serious character than that 
complained of in the communication mentioned, have 
been placed, or authorized to be placed in that river, 
as well by incorporated companies, deriving their au- 
thority from the legislative enactments of the state of 
New Jersey, as by private citizens of that state, to which 
the assent of this commonwealth has never been obtain- 
ed, and the erection of the wing dam in question, by the 
state of Pennsylvania, to supply her canal with water 
at certain seasons of the year, might be justified upon 
the principles of an equality of rights, possessed by this 
state with the state of New Jersey, in relation to the na- 
vigation and use of the waters of the river Delaware, 
yet as it is important to both states, that the extent of 
the privileges to be enjoyed by either, in reference to 
the river in question, should be definitely established 
and arranged in a spirit of mutual concession, amity and 
torbearance, it is earnestly recommended that measures 
be adopted by the legislature of Pennsylvania, as early 
as possible, to ascertain how far the dam complained of 
is injurious to the navigation of the river Delaware, and 
also for the purpose of arranging and establishing the 
rights and privileges of the respective states to the wa- 
ters of the Delaware river, and to define the several ob- 
jects to which they may be applied by the states of New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania respectively, provided the 
former shall adopt similar measures for attaining the ob- 
ject last mentioned on her part. 
GEO. WOLF. 
Harrisburg, Feb. 2, 1832. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 
Trenion, N. J. January 28, 1831, 


' To His Excellency, Groner Worr: 


S1r:—I have the honor of forwarding to your Excel- 
lency an authenticated eopy ofcertain resolutions adopt- 
ed by the legislature of this state, at their last session in 
December last, relative to a: wing dam, recently erected 
in the Delaware river, on the Pennsylvania side thereof 
near New Hope. 

In conformity with the authority vested in me by the 
first resolution, I appointed commissioners to make the 
proposed ascertainment of facts. The commissioners 
have made to me a very full and satisfactory report, by 
which it appears that in the course of the last summer 
and fall, a wing dam has been erected in Wells’ falls in 
the river Delaware, on the Pennsylvania side thereof, 
below and near the town of New Hope, under the di- 
rection of one of the assistant engineers of the Pennsyl- 
vania canal; and that in erecting said dam, the engineer 
acted by authority and in pursuance of a resolution of 
the board of canal; commissioners of Pennsylvania of 
the 6th of May last, directing the creation of a water 
power to suppy the canal with water from the com- 


state of Pennsylvania under whose authority it has been 
erected, will take prompt and effective measures for 
its removal. ; 7 
I have the honour to be 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
P. D. VROOM. 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
Whereas it has been represented to the Legislature 
of the state of New Jersey, that a wing dam has been 
erected at or near to ‘* Wells’ Falls,” in the river Dela- 
ware, on the Pennsylvania side of the said river, in the 
vicinity of the town of New Hope, which materially in- 
| terferes with, and obstructs the free navigation thereof, 
| causing thereby great inconvenience, loss and damage 

to the citizens of this state, and others navigating said 
| river. And whereas aid and relief have been prayed of 
| this Legislature by petition. Therefore, 

Resolved, by the Council of the General Assembly of 
the state of New Jersey, that the Governor of this state 
be, and is hereby authorized and requested to ascertain 
without delay, in such manner as he may deem expedi- 
ent, either by agent or agents, or otherwise, whether 
any wing or other dam has recently been built and 
erected at or near to ‘* Wells’ Falls,” in the river Dela- 
ware, on the Pennsylvania shore thereof, near to the 
town of New Hope—and if so, whether it does now, or 
from its location and dimensions, may probably hereaf- 
ter, materially interfere with, and obstruct the free navi- 
gation of the said river—and that he further ascertain, 
in manner aforesaid, by whom, and by what authority, 
and for what purpose, said dam has been erected. 

Resolved further, that if it should appear to the Go- 
vernor, from the information he may obtain under the 
preceding resolution, that the said wing or other dam, 
has been built at or near the place aforesaid, and that it 
now does or probably will hereafter materially obstruct 

| the free navigation of the said river Delaware, that then, 
and in that case, he do, without delay, call the atten- 
tion of the Executive of the state of Pennsylvania to 
the subject, and request his co-operation in removing 
said obstruction, and that he do use any and every other 
means within his power under the existing laws of this 
state, and treaties with Pennsylvania, to have said dam 
removed, and abated as a nuisance. 
| InCouncil, December 2, 1831. The joint resolution 
| having been three times read in Council, Resolved that 
the same do pass. 
By order of the Council, 
ELIAS P. SEILEY, Vice President. 





House of Assembly, December 1, 1831. These 
joint resolutions having been three times read~ and 
compared in the House, Resolved, that the same do pass. 

By order of the House, 
ALEX. WURTS, 
Speaker of the General Assembly. 
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120 PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


From the Philadeiphia Gazette, 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
' Saturday, Feb. 11, 1832. 


SELECT COUNCIL.—Mr. Duane offered the an- 
nexed resolution which was adopted by both Councils. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, of the 
city of Philadelphia, that until a _permanent regulation 
shall be established, in case any part of the real estate, 
devised to the city by the late Stephen Girard, shall re- 
quire repairs, the Mayor shall be, and he is authorized 
to cause the same to be made. 

The Select Council agreed to the resolution ‘sent in 
from the Common Council relative toan Alarm Bell in 
the North Western part of the city. Also, to one rela- 
tive to the celebration on the 22d instant, and appointed 
= oe part Messrs. Pettit, Worrell, Johnson and To- 

nd. 


COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Lehman presented a 
petition praying that Washington street be paved, which 
was referred to the Paving Committee. 

Mr. Okie, as chairman of the Committee of Accounts 
made the following report and resolution which was 
agreed to. 

The Committee on accounts to whom was referred 
the account of Thomas Desilver, jr. for stationary fur- 
nished for the use of Councils, beg leave to report, that 
they have examined the same, and found it to be cor- 
rect, and recommend the adoption of the following re- 
solution. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the Mayor be requested to draw his warrant on the city 
treasurer, in favour of Thomas Desilver, jr. for the sum 
fifteen dollars eighty-eight cents, and charge the same 
to appropriation No. 21. 


Friday, Feb. 17th, 1832. 


the Watering Committee made the following report and 
resolution, which were adopted: and Messrs. Johnson, 
Worrell, Baker and Lehman, were appointed the com- 
mittee: 


The Watering Committee respectfully represent to | 
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of each Council be appointed to = (in conjunc- 
tion with the Mayor) the rents of the property be- 
queathed to the city by the late Stephen Girard. 

COMMON COUNCIL.—Mr. Rraw as chairman of 
the Committee on the Drawbridge lot, made the fol- 
low report and resolution which were adopted: 

The Committee on the Drawbridge lot, to whiom was 
referred the communication of Thomas and Jacob B. 
Lancaster, praying a renewal of their lease for the end 
of Spruce street wharf, and dock, report that having 
taken the subject into consideration, and finding that 
there are other applicants for the said wharf dock, re- 
port that they deem it expedient to offer the following 
resolution for the consideration of Councils— 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the city commissioners be, and they are hereby directed 
to advertise for receiving proposals for renting of Spruce 
street wharf and déck, and Cedar street and Walnut 
street wharves, and that they be authorized to rent the 
same to the best bidder, agreeably to existing ordinance, 
in conjunction with the committee on the Drawbridge 
lot. 

Mr. Baker presented a petition relative to encroach- 
ments on the footways in Second street, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on markets. 

The following letter from the Mayor enclosing one 
from the Marble Masons was received and was referred 
to a Special Committee of two members of each Coun- 
cil, and Messrs. Fritz, Wetherill, Groves and Pettit 
were appointed the Committee. 

Mayron’s Orrice, 
Partapetpara, Feb. 17th, 1832. ¢ 


To the President of the Select and Common Councils: 


Gentlemen:—I enclose a communication from the 
Committee of Marble Masons, which invites the respect- 
ful attention of Councils. —Very respectfully, your ob’t 


j serve B. W. RICHARDS. 
SELECT COUNCIL.—Mr. Duane as chairman of|* 


Parraperputa, Feb. 17th, 1852. 
To Benjamin W. Richards, Esq. Mayor. 
Srr,—At a general meeting of the Marble Masons of 
the city and county of Philadelphia, it was resolved to 
prepare a suitable corner stone for the contemplated 


Councils, that they have been authorized, by the board | Monument tothe good and great WasuineTon; and that 
of Canal Commissioners of Pennsylvania, ‘‘ to lay down | the same be presented to the ‘‘Mayor, Aldermen and 
an iron main or pipe of conduit on the southern margin of | Citizens of Philadelphia,” to be by them received and 
the Philadelphia and Columbia rail-road, under the di- | preserved until the occasion arrives for laying it, in pur- 
rection of the principal engineer of the rail-road;” that, | suance of the intentions of the Donors. 

in the estimate presented by the committee for the year| The said corner stone will be exhibited on a Truck- 
1832, they did not embrace the expenses of the removal | wagon in the procession of the 22d instant, and the Sub- 
of the main from its present position, near the towing | scribers have been appointed a sub-committee from the 
path of the old canal, to that which the committee are | committee of arrangement to carry said resolution into 
how empowered to occupy, because the committee were effect, and to receive such instructions from the City 
not sure that permission would be given by the Canal | Authorities, as to the temporary place of deposit, as they 


Commissioners; consequently, as permission has now 
been given, the committee request Councils to adopt 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, &c. that the sum of ten thousand dollars to 
be taken from the water rents of 1832, be and the same 
is hereby appropriated, and that the watering commit- 
tee be and they are hereby authorized to draw so much 
thereofas may be necessary, for taking up the iron main 
from the towing path of the old union canal, and for 
laying down the same along the southern margin of the 
Philadelphia and Columbia rail-road. 

Mr. Doaye as. chairman of the Girard Committee, 
made the annexed report and resolution, which were 


agreed to: 
To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila- 
delphia. 
The Committee on Girard’s moaney respectfully re- 


commend to Councils, the adoption of the following re- 
solution, viz: 


may deem proper. We are most respectfully, your 
ob’t, serv’ts. 
PETER FRITZ, 
AD. TRAQUAIR, 
A communication from Dr. J. Y. Clarke was received 
and was referred to the Committee on the Girard Fund. 
The following letter from E. Hand was received, and 
was referred to a special Committee of two members of 
each Council, and Messrs. Sexton, Horn, Massey and 
Fox were appointed the committee. 


Tothe Honorable the Select and Common Councils of the 
City of Philadelphia, 


Gentlemen—Your petitioner Ezekiel Hand, having 
been employed by the City Commissioners as a watch- 
man for nearly 15 years past, and being exposed to the 
night air so long, the consequence is, that your petition- 
er has been laid on a bed of sickness for these two last 
years, and having a large family, he is now reduced to 
the lowest state of poverty. Having been taken sick 


Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils of the | when in the performance of his duty, he sends this, 
city of Philadelphia, that a committee of two members | praying that Councils will take it into consideration, 
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and grant him some relief. He does this withthe more | wary moments by the legislature, to other institutions, 
confidence, as he believes them to be men that can pity | which time and circumstance have probably rendered 
the distressed; and hearing that Councils were pleased | obsolete; but the only one in active operation is exer- 
to grant relief in similar cases last year, and for which | cised by the Union Canal Company, an institution which 


if they grant this, they shall ever be gratefully remem- | 


bered by their obedient servant, 
EZEKIEL HAND, 
Residence, No.58 Gaskill street. 
Reference, To the City Clerk, or Captain of the 
Watch. = 
Pariaperpura, Feb. 16th, 1852. 








seems to have been in some measure a deserving favour- 
ite of the public; and your committee, though anxious- 
ly disposed to cut off this monstrous system of imposi- 
tion, practised under its authority, have yet been too 
strongly impressed with the propriety of respecting the 
rights of the corporation and of individuals, and pre- 
serving untarnished the public faith, to recommend such 


A communication was received from Mr. William | a measure, without the most sedulous scrutiny, and con 
Champion, relative to re-leasing South street wharf, | fident assurance of their own conclusions. Feeling the 


which was referred to the Committee on the Drawbridge 
Lot. 


great responsibility they were under, in deciding upon 


property to a great amount, upon perhaps the future 


Mr. Lurrer offered the annexed resolution which was | prosperity of the Union Canal company, upon the gua- 


agreedto: = 


rantee of the state on the faith of which nearly half a 


Resolved, That the Mayor be authorized to draw his | million of dollars had been invested, they invited and 
warrant on the City Treasurer to defray the expenses of | enjoyed a full, laborious and able discussion of the whole 
the committee appointed to go to Harrisburgh on the | subject, by counsel on the part of the memorialists, the 
21st ult. and that the same be charged to appropriation | company and their assignees. 


No. 21. 


As the power to abolish lotteries, as prayed for by the 


Mr. Sctxrvyay offered the following resolution which | memorialists, and recommended by the Governor, will 


was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Selectand Common Council do 
assemble at the Council Chamber, on the 22d inst. at 9 
o’clock, A. M. and proceed in a body to join the proces- 
sion which is to take place in honor of the day. 


REPORT UPON LOTTERIES. 





depend on a proper construction of the acts of assem- 
bly, which have conferred upon the Union Canal com- 
pany the privilege of raising money by way of lotteries, 
the committee beg leave, as briefly as the discussion will 
permit, to place their views upon this subject before 
the House. 

The Union Canal company of Pennsylvania was so 
called from its being formed of two separate compa- 
| nies, which had been authorized to connect the waters 


Report of the Committee of the House of Representatives | of the Delaware and Susquehanna, more than forty 
of Pennsylvania, to whom were referred the message of | years ago. The earliest of them, denominated the 
the Governar and sundry memorials relating to the abo- | Schuylkill and Susquehanna navigation company, was 


ition of Lotteries.—Read February 10th, 1832, by 
Mr. Dunlop, Chairman. ; 


The committee to whom was referred that portion of 
the message of the Chief Magistrate, and the several 


memorials relating to the abolition of lotteries—Resprect- | 


FULLY Report: 

That fully aware of the responsibility imposed upon 
them, they have bestowed upon the subject submitted 
to their consideration the laborious investigation to which 


it was entitled. Sensible of the evils arising from the | 


| 
| 


but the most practised beholder. ‘The old and young, | 
the economist and the spendthrift, the knowing one and 
the innocent, the poor man and the rich, with equal ea- | 
gerness, crowd around this gorgeous temple of fortune, 
and though to-day the dupes of its deceitful promises, 
return to-morrow. with eyes as anxious and inquiring, to 
gaze upon and seek the glittering favors it affects to of- 
fer. In its insatiable coffers are consumed as well the 
pittance of the poor asthe thousands of the wealthy, 
and though the one may be kept destitute, and the oth- 
er become the victim of bankruptcy, still the occasional 
prize that is blindly lavished, crowds the portals with its 
deluded devotees. Every device that can entrap the 
unwary, and allure the giddy, is invented and displayed, 
and a glare as false as it is flattering, that only 


«leads to bewilder, and dazzles to blind,” 


deceives from day to day the victims of its delusion. 
There may be other grants of lotteries made in un- 
Vor. IX. 16 


| incorporated by an act passed twenty-seventh Septem- 
| ber, seventeen hundred and ninety-one; the other, call- 

ed the Delaware and Schuylkill canal navigation, was 
| erected by armact of the tenth of April following. In 
| eighteen hundred and eleven these companies were 
| united and re-organized, by an act of the second of 

April of that year, under the style and title of ‘‘the 
' Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania;”? and under that 
_name have brought their arduous and meritorious exer- 
| tions to a successful termination. 

These companies, and especially since their connex- 
ion, have claimed and enjoyed from time to time the 
continued and fostering care of the government. So 
early as seventeen hundred and ninety-five, by an act 
passed seventeenth April of that year, the legislature, 
to provide efficient funds for completing the canals, au- 
thorized the two companies ‘‘to raise by way of lot- 
tery,” four hundred thousand dollars, of which two 
hundred and sixty-six thousand, six hundred and sixty- 
six dollars, sixty-seven cents, were to be applied to car- 
rying on the works of the Schuylkill and Susquehanna 
navigation, and one hundred and thirty-three thousand, 





prosecution of lotteries, and that the picture which has | 
been drawn of the enormous extent to which they have | 
been carried, and the appalling consequences which are | 
daily flowing from this miserable plan of finance, under | 
the alleged sanction of the commonwealth; they could | 
not but feel the strongest disposition to eradicate this | 
cancer from the bosom of the state. 

A lottery is at best but systematized gambling, a splen- 
did lure for the unwary, in which the chance of remu- | 
neration to the adventurer is in proportion to that of | 
any other mode of gaming. Yet, like the Mirage of the | 
desert, it lures and deceives, not only the unconscious, 


| three hundred and thirty-three dollars and thirty-three 
| cents, to carrying onthe works of the Delaware and 


Schuylkill canal navigation, and which was not to form 
any part of the capital stock. 

Finding it inconvenient to raise the sums authorized 
to be raised ‘whilst acting jointly, where a separate 
| interest existed,” the latter company was authorized to 
raise ‘‘their proportions of the provisions granted” by 
the act of the seventeen hundred and ninety-five, uncon- 
nected with the other company. 

After nearly twenty years of the exercise of their 
corporate powers, after the enjoyment of fifteen 
years of their lottery privileges, these companies in their 
memorial to the Legislature of thirteenth of De :ember, 
eighteen hundred and ten, after lamenting the unpro- 
ductiveness of the lottery grant, after complaining of 
‘*the disorder and embarrassment into which they had 
fallen,” the ‘reproach and ridicule with which their 
undertaking was covered,” of ‘‘the public confidence 
being .impaired’’ in their efforts, and acknowledging 
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“‘the spirit of unlimited speculation,” which marked in behalf thereof, two hundred and fifty shares of the 
their commencement, and embarrassed their operations, | stock of said company, to be paid by the State Trea- 
they prayed the Legislature to aid them with appropri- | surer on warrants drawn by the Governor, in the pro- 
ations and to unite them under one direction. In pur- | portion of the payment made on subscribing by the new 
suance of this request, the Legislature, by an act passed | subscribers, and of the payment of their respective in- 
the second of April, eighteen hundred and eleven, uni- | stalments as may be called for by the board of managers; 
ted them as has been already stated, into one company | and if the proceeds of the lottery granted to the Union 
called the Union Canal Company of Pennsylvania, and | Canal company, together with the tolls which may be 
conferred upon them further privileges and powers, | collected, shall not hereafter from year to year, for the 
which become the subject of particular examination. | period of twenty-five ycars, yield a sum equal to an an- 
The twenty-eighth section of this act assuming that the | nual interest of six per cent. upon all sums not exceed- 
two companies had realized about sixty thousand dollars, | ing in amount four hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
of the four hundred thousand dollars they had been au- | which may be subscribed by new subscribers as afore- 
thorized to raise, by the act of seventeen hundred and | said, and paid according to law to the capital stock of 
ninety-five, authorizes the raising of the residue of the |the said company, the Governor shall from year to 
original sum not exceeding three hundred and forty | year, for the term of twenty-five years, whenever it 
thousand dollars, and confers the additional power “ifit | shall appear to his satisfaction that such disability ex- 





should appear to them advisable to sell and assign to | ists, draw his warrant on the State Treasurer in favour 


any person or persons, body politic or corporate,the right 
to raise the}said residue of money by way of lottery or lot- 
teries, upon such scheme or schemes, plan or plans, as 
po the from time to time sanction, or any part there- 
of from time to time,” and that ‘*such purchasers or as- 
signees shall be vested for the term they shall so ac- 
quire, with the same rights and privileges as the said 
corporation.” 

The expectations of the company from the power gi- 
ven by this act to sell and assign wholly or from time to 
time, their privileges to raise money by way of lottery 
not having been answered, the Legislature to promote 
their views, by an act of the twenty-ninth of March, 
eighteen hundred and nineteen, authorized a further 
subscription of two thousand five hundred shares, and as 
an inducement to new subscribers to invest their mo- 
ney, by the third section pledged the proceeds of the 
lottery as a fund for the payment of six per cent. upon 
the new subscription, and also upon the unforfeited 
shares of the old companies, ‘‘as soon as the two thou- 
sand five hundred dollars shall have been subscribed,”’ 
the interest upon the old stock to commence from the 
time and in the proportion of the new subscription. The 
pledge of the lottery proceeds to the payment of six per 
cent. upon the stock having failed to induce the ex- 
pected new subscriptions; the company taking advan- 
tage of the current of popular opinion which was then 
setting in favour of internal improvement, procured in 
re hundred and twenty-one, further enactments 
of the Legislature, upon the construction of which the 
chief difficulty of deciding the important questions sub- 
mitted to the committee mainly depends. 

The first section of the “act for the improvement of 
the state,” above alluded to, passed twenty-sixth March 
eighteen huncred and twenty-one, after providing “that 
whenever according to the act” of eighteen hundred 
and nineteen, which as just stated, empowered the fur- 
ther subscription of two thousand five hundred shares to 
the capital stock of the Union Canal company, two 
thousand two hundred and fifty should be subscribed, 
the Governor was required to subscribe on behalf of the 
commonwealth, two hundred and fifty shares, and 
then procceds as follows: 

*‘ Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted 
by the authority of the same, that whenever according 
to the provisions of the act supplementary to an act, en- 
titled ‘‘ An act to incorporate the Union Canal compa- 
ny of Pennsylvania,” passed the twenty-ninth day of 
March, eighteen hundred and nineteen, two thousand 
two hundred and fifty shares shall have been subscribed 
to the capital stock of the Union Canal company of 
Pennsylvania, the Governor of this commonwealth be, 
and he is hereby authorized and required to subscribe 





NOTE.—The two thousand two hundred and fifty 
shares, at two hundred dollars per share, makes the 
four hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 


of the said board of Managers, for the amount of such 

| deficiency, which money shall be applied to the pay- 

| ment of an annual interest of six per cent. to such new 
subscribers, and the faith of the commonwealth is here- 
by pledged for the term of twenty-five years, for the 
full and punctual payment of said interest: Provided, 
that the subscriptions shall be paid in such instalments 
as shall be called for by the managers of the said com- 
pany, and each subscriber shall be entitled to interest 
only from the time of the actual payment of each instal- 
ment respectively; and in order to avoid as far as_possi- 
ble all disability to pay suchinterest,so much of the third 
section of the act aforesaid, as pledges any portion of 
the availsor nett proceeds of the lottery aforesaid, to the 
payment of an annual interest to the holders of shares 
not forfeited in the late Delaware and Schuylkill, and 
Susquehanna Canal companies, be, and the same is 
hereby suspended until the canal shall be completed, 
and the president and managers of said company 
shall be, and they are hereby authorized to con- 
tinue during the said term of twenty-five years, to 
raise by way of lottery, any sums that may be wanted 

| for the purpose of paying to the holders of said stock, 
the six per cent. as aforesaid: Provided, that whenever 
the nett proceeds of the tolls shall amount to the said 
six per cent. the privilege hereby granted of raising mo- 
ney by lottery,shall during such time be suspended, ex- 
cept so far as is authorized by existing laws, and it shall 
in no event be lawful to divide any sum arising from 
said lottery over and ahove six per cent. upon the stock 
of said company, it being the intent and meaning of this 
act, that all such excess shall be reserved to meet any 
deficiency thereof, that may at any time occur in the 
tolls as aforesaid.” 

The old companies and the Union Canal company 
had, under the several acts of Assembly specified, pro- 
ceeded in the exercise of their lottery privileges with 
various success. During the first fifteen years, from 
seventeen hundred and ninety-five, till eighteen hun- 
dred and eleven, when the two companies were 
united, they were conducted, of course, under their 
own management, there being no authority to sell 
or assign prior to the passage of the latter act. Du- 
ring ‘that period they had realized about sixty thousand 

| dollars, or at the average of about four thousand dollars 
per annum. Since the authority to sell and assign, & 
ven by the act of eighteen hundred and eleven, the 
company have drawn no lotteries themselves, but have 
conducted them through the medium of assignees. 

On the seventh April, eighteen hundred and 
twelve, about a year after the incorporation of the 
Union Canal company, they sold, and assigned abso- 
lutely to Henry Pratt, ‘‘all the right, privilege and au- 

| thority, to make lotteries within the state of Pennsyl- 
vania”’ Mr. Pratt was to deduct, from the gross 
| amount of each class, fifteen per cent. and pay the com- 
| pany two and a half per cent. clear ofall expenses,upon 
the two first classes, and five per cent. on each succeed- 
‘ing class. The lotteries, at this time, werein a state of 
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great depression, and Mr. Pratt, with all his ability, 
made but little profit on the adventure. The company, 
conceiving they could procure more favorable terms 
elsewhere, prevailed upon Mr Pratt to re-assigin the 
privilege to them for fifteen thousand dollars, and 
on the thirty-first March, eighteen hundred and four- 
teen, sold on the same terms, except the amount which 
had been raised by the first class, under the manage- 
ment of Henry Pratt,” to Benjamin Betterton Howell. 
The next contractor of the company was Solomon Al- 
len, who drew the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eigthth 
and ninth classes, the first having been drawn by Mr. 
Pratt, and the second and third by Mr. Howell. The 
company, by the first contract with Mr. Allen, which 
is dated thirteenth January, eighteen hundred and se- 
venteen, sold and assigned to him ‘the right, privilege 
and authority, to raise, by way, of lottery, within the 
state of Pennsylvania, so much of the sum of money 
which, by the act of Assembly, it is permitied to the said 
company to raise by lottery or lotteries, as can be pro- 
duced by the scheme and plan hereto annexed,” for 
which he was to pay ten thousand five hundred dollars. 
The other five classes which Mr. Allen drew, were au- 
thorized from year to year by contracts, couched in 
similar langu as respects the power conveyed; the 
last of them for the ninth class, being dated ninth March, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-one. 

‘Thus far the schemes of no one year, as will be per- 
ceived by the synopsis of them hereafter furnished, ex- 
ceeded much, half a million of dollars, It was left for 
the adventurous spirit of the present contractor, Archi 
bald M’Intyre, to push these bold efforts at speculation 
to an annual aggregate of upwards of five millions. 

The first contract with him is dated on the’ seventh 
October, eighteen hundred and twenty-one, about five 
months after the passage of the act of Assembly of that 
year, under the provisions of which the company claims 
to exercise the power of additional lottery privileges. 
The contract professes, ‘‘ by the authority vested in the 
president and managers of the Union Canal company of 
Pennsylvania, by the twenty-eighth section of the act of 
Assembly, passed the second day of April, eighteen 
hundred and eleven,” to sell and assign ‘‘ unto the said 
Archibald M’Intyre, the right, privilege and authority to 
raise, by way of lottery, in the state of Pennsylvania, so 
much of the sum of money which, by the said, or any 
subsequent act of Assembly, it is permitted to the 
said company to raise by way of lottery or lotteries, as 
shall be produced by such schemes or plans of lottery as 
shall be adopted by the said Archibald M’Intyre, within 
three years from the first of November,” then next, for 
which he engaged to pay them eleven per cent. on the 
amount of each scheme, and that he will not draw a 
less sum than one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in 
each and every year. It is stipulated, also, on the part 
of the company, that his friend John Yates, of New 
York, or some one named by him, in case of contractor’s 
death, shall have the management of the lottery privi- 
lege transferred. On the seventh of October, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, the company entered into a 
new contract with Mr. M’Intyre, to terminate on thirty- 
first December, eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, on 
terms similar to the one preceding, except that he is to 
pay one hundred and fifty thonsand dollars, in several 
payments and as a gross sum, and not a per centage 
was to be paid, the extent to which he is to carry the 
privilege is left without any stipulations of requisition 
or restriction. On the twenty-first of September, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, a few months be- 
fore the grant of eighteen hundred and twenty-four 
would have expired, they entered into another contract 
for two years from the first January, eighteen hundred 
and thirty, by which he engaged to pay the company 
thirty thousand dollars per annum, for such schemes as 
he might adopt. The contract now subsisting between 
Mr. M’Intyre and the company, and under which he is 
at this moment rapidly projecting his lottery schemes, 
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is dated the sixth day of September last, and transfers 
to him ‘‘ the right, privilege and authority, to raise by 
way of lottery, in the state of Pennsylvania, so much of 
the sums of money which, by the said acts, or any other 
acts of Assembly, if ts so permitted lo the said company 

to raise by way of lottery or lotteries, as can be pro- 
duced by such schemes or plans of lotteries, as shall be 
adopted by the said Archibald M’Intyre, for two years” 
from the first January, eighteen hundred and thirty-two. 

The committee deem it of some importance to call the 

attention of the House, to the change of phraseology. 
adopted by the two last contracts. In those of eighteen 
hundred and twenty-one, and eighteen hundred and 
twenty-four, they state their authority to be derived 
from the act of eighteen hundred and eleven alone, in 
these terms: ‘‘and by the authority vested in the pre- 
sident and managers of the Union Canal company of 
Pennsylvania, by the twenty-eighth section of the act 
of Assembly, passed the second day of April, eighteen 
hundred and eleven, have agreed to sell and assign,” 
&c. Whether they opened their eyes to new views up- 
on their corporate privileges, were grown careless of pub 

lic scrutiny, or changed their legal advisers, certain it is 
the company seem, in their two last assignments, to 
have taken more extensive ground than they had con- 
ceived themselves entitled to occupy before. In the re- 
cital of their authority, in the contracts of eighteen 
hundred and thirty-one, they look not merely as they 
had done before, to the act of eighteen hundred and 
eleven, probably for the first time, in eighteen hundred 
and twenty-nine, construing the act of eighteen hundred 
and twenty-one, as conferring a cumulative and distinct 
grant, and not — the aid of the old lottery to 
raise the six per cent. for the new subscribers. The 
contracts of eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, and 
eighteen hundred and thirty-one, recite their authority 
thus: ‘‘ That whereas, by an act of Assembly of the 
commonwealth of Pennsylvania, passed the second day 
of April, eighteen hundred and eleven, entitled,” &c. 
in the twenty-eighth section thereof, the said company 
is permitted, among other things, to sell and assign to 
any person, &c. the right to raise a sum of money not 
exceeding three hundred and forty-thousand dollars, 
by way of lottery or lotteries, upon such schemes, &c. 

as they may sanction, &c.; and proceed to add, what is 
not inserted in the other contracts of Mr. M’Intyre, the 
following clause: ‘‘ And whereas, by the first section of 
another act of Assembly of the commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, entitled An act for the improvement of the 
state, passed the twenty-sixth March, eighteen hundred 
and twenty-one, the president and managers of the said 
company were authorized to continue, during the term 
of twenty-five years therein mentioned, to raise by way 
of lottery, any sums that may be wanted,”’ &c. 

These clauses when connected with the short period 
of time at which the latter contracts are taken, have too 
strong a bearing upon the argument which it is purpos- 
ed to submit upon the construction of the powers and 
privileges conferred upon the Union Canal company of 
drawing lotteries, to be omitted. 

It is from the date of the contract of eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-four, that Mr. McIntyre has launched 
out into the most lavish use of the power he fancied or 
pretended to fancy he held of speculating upon the cu- 
pidity of his fellow citizens. The committee call the 
attention of this house to the exemplification of the 
boundless spirit of rapacity which actuates men in the 
pursuit of wealth to be drawn from the giddy propen- 
sity to gambling and chance. It is manifest from the 
terms of the first contract in which it was deemed ne- 
cessary to require him to draw schemes to the amount 
of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars a year, that 
neither he nor the company dreamed of the prodigious 
extent to which the credulity of the people could be 
practiced upon. These impressions are strengthened 
by casting the eye over the list of schemes drawn under 
his first contract in eighteen hundred and twenty-two, 
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eighteen hundred and twenty-three and eighteen hun- | the public faith, as given in the act of eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-four, during which they did not inany | dred and twenty-one, already recited; that under the 
one year much exceed three hundred thousand dollars. | sanction of the commonwealth Mr. McIntyre, had en- 
But in proporiion as his hopes are expanded, as new | gaged in extensive contracts and relations which it 
contrivances to facilitate the convenience and rapidity would be difficult or impossible to close,‘short of the 
of drawing lotteries are invented, as the votaries of for- | limit of his last engagement; and that the resumption 
tune crowd around him to snatch the splendid delusion, | of the grant would involve the company, Mr. M ‘Intyre, 
he seems to acknowledge no limits to their extent but | and the purchasers of unfortunate tickets in endless and 
the capacity of the people to buy. Froin the time of | vexatious law suits. But assuming this to be true, the 
his second contract, under which he pays no more for | committee are of opinion that the consequences that 
drawing millions than he does under the first for draw- | would fiow from any decision adverse to the lottery 
ing thousands, he seems to have launched into an illimit- | privilege as pursued, cannot enlarge or limit the extent 
able ocean of profit and speculation. His annual schemes | of the grant, or the construction of the acts of Assem- 
progressively swell from three hundred and eighteen { bly, and that the continuance of the evils of such an 
thousand three hundred dollars in eighteen hundred and | extensive system of gaming is more pernicious than all 
twenty-four, to five million two hundred and sixteen | the disasters that can possibly flow from measures of 
thousand two hundred and twenty dollars in eighteen | restriction; and that however indulgently the commit- 
hundred and thirty-one. If these alarming strides of | tee may be disposed to look upon those who may be 
rapacity in getting, know nocheck, if they defy all pow- | zealously, though erroneously, pursuing their endea- 
er to stay them, and make from the last to the present | vours to promote the public weal, they cannot extend 
year, the same proportionate rapidity of advance as | an ill-judged lenity, to those who are seeking their own 
they did from eighteen hiindred and twenty-nine to eigh- | advantage, regardless of its injurious operation upon 
teen hundred and thirty, we shall perceive a stream of | the happiness of their fellow citizens. It certainly does 
more than ten millions of dollars pouring from the pock- | not become those who run into errors to fill their cof- 
ets of the people into the insatiable coffers of the lot- | fers at the expense of public morals, to complain of the 
tery brokerin this one lottery alone. It is foreign to | sad consequences to which they may be reduced by the 
the subject under consideration to which the committee | withdrawing of privileges which they should never have 
desire strictly to confine themselves, to go into any esti- | exercised. Butthe committee cannot acquiesce in the 
mates of other and foreign lotteries that spread their | opinion that any disastrous results will be experienced 
baleful influence over the United States, and of which | evenby the participites criminis from closing these ave- 
Pennsylvania receives her full share of sickening venom; ! nues of ruin and vice. 
but there is a little doubt upon even a moderate esti-| The faith of the commonwealth is pledged, itis true, 
mate, that those drawn under the auspices of this same | to the new subscribers for the receipt of six per cent. 
contractor, yield a nominal profi/, and probably an actual | on their subscription of four hundred and fifty. fhousand 
gross profit, of more than fifty thousand dollarsa day. | dollars, subscribed by them in consequence of the pas- 
We may form some conception of the appalling magni- | sage of the act of eighteen hundred and twenty-one. 
tude of a system of gaming, incitements to which are | But that pledge is only conditional, and to attach, under 
displayed in such winning phrase and alluring profu- | a certain concurrence of circumstances. But who are 
sion in the streets of our cities that yields to those who | these new subscribers, in what relation do they stand? 
minister to the cupidity of their fellow citizens such | The counsel who argued for them ingeniously enough, 
enormous receipts. When we know that the power of | seemed to wish them to be viewed asa body detached 
checking these monstrous fungi on the body of the | from the company, and to have the engagement of the 
state, as deadly as the cholera of the Indies, is placed | state to them considered as distinct from a pledge to 
inthe hands of the company, and perceive her casting | the company; but they arein fact the company. They 
over them the shadow of her indifference orindulgence | would have constituted a portion of the company ipso 
to shield them from the light of public scrutiny and | facto, by the very act of subscription itself, but the 
criminal punishment, we must all acknowledge the ne- | fourth section of the act of eighteen hundred and nine- 
cessity of eradicating those that afford protection and teen, as if for fear any one would be so absurd as to 
plausibility tothe rest. Does not this state of things | question their incorporation with the rest of the sub- 
call loudly for redress from the public guardians of the | scribers, expressly confers upon them ‘‘authority to 
morals of the people, from a government whose duty it | exercise when organized, all the privileges and immu- 
is to protect the credulous and unwary, to remove all | nities conferred on the (then) present stockholders.” 
temptations to vice, aud to suppress the inordinate pur- | They constitute therefore a constituent portion of the 
suits of wealth, by chance and gaming. Shall we be | company, and a very large portion too, when we con- 
arrested in such a hallowed purpose by vague state- | sider that the old stock of the company is but one hun- 
ments that these lotteries are not such sources of wealth | dred and forty seven thousand, six hundred dollars, 
to the broker who projects them, when the assertion is | whilst the new (independent of the fifty thousand dol- 
so manifestly refuted by the extent to which they are | lars held by the state,) amounts to four hundred and fifty 
carried. If they were not a source of profit and gain | thousand dollars, nearly three-fourths of the whole 
why project and conduct them, if their advantage were | capital of the corporation. The pledge of the corpo- 
not proportionate to their magnitude and number, why | ration therefore wasin reality to the company, especial- 
extend and increase them’. It were well were we as | ly when we reflect that the new subscribers in fact have 
surely persuaded of the loss of the broker as of that of the exclusive management, and refuse participation in 
‘the adventurer who buys. We would then need no | its direction tothe old ones. If therefore the company 
legislative provisions to suppress their evils. have transgressed the conditions of the grant; if they 
Your committee having thus given a sketch of the | have fully enjoyed what was tendered to them, their 
lottery history of the canal company as concise as the | claims upon the state are exhausted. She had only 
perfect understanding of the subject will permit, they | pledged her faith to furnish what would be wanted to 
now beg leave to present to the House*as well the | pay six per cent. to stockholders, provided the avails of 
construction of the privileges contended for by the | the privilege of raising money by lottery, and the nett 
company and their assignee as the conclusions to which | proceeds of the tolls, were not adequate to do so. The 
the committec have arrived after the patient and atten- | case therefore resolves itself into this question, has the 
tive examination they have bestowed upon the sub- | company raised by way of lottery all they were author- 
ject. | ized to raise, have they had the full enjoyment of the 
In the first place it was ardently contended by the | privilege of drawing lotteries, have they by themselves 
counsel of the company and their assignee, that the new | and their assignees, raised from the nett proceeds of 
subscribers had vested their money upon the pledge of ' their schemes as much as would pay up the six per 
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cent. upon the stock to this period, or for the twenty- | especially, at the present time, as the public—to say 
five years; or if not would the nett proceeds of the | nothing of the great loss which would be sustained—are 
tolls, if applied to such purpose, be sufficient? If they | very desirous, since our canal men evinced so much 
have raised the money they were authorized to raise by | ‘‘perseverance,” ‘‘energy,” and ‘‘efficiency,” in the build- 
way of lottery, if they have enabled their assignees to | ing of the new Dam, that they should have a short re- 





do so by incautiously disposing of the power for less | spite from their labors. 


than it is worth, or if the tolls hereafter will cover the | 
| 


six per cent. upon the stock for twenty-five years from 
eighteen hundred and twenty-one, the state is liberated 


PostscripT.—Since writing the above, we regret to 


state, serious injury has been sustained to the Canal op- 
posite this place. 


The heavy embankment between the 


from her pledge forthe peculiar circumstances under | Canal Lock and the Dam has nearly all been swept 
which her liability was to arise, cannot occur, her en-| away, and with itthe Saw Mill. The lock is materially 


gagement being expressly confined to supplying any 
deficiency in the sums to be raised by the lotteries and | 


tolls of the company. 

The committee have not deemed it necessary to in- 
vestigate the point, whether the grant under which the 
lottery privileges are enjoyed, is to be construed most 
favorably for the commonwealth or the company, for 
the natural and obvious meaning of the act requires 
not the introduction of the doctrine. And before they 
state their grounds of construction, they conceive it 
proper to say that they consider it immaterial to the 


must, undoubtedly, be great. 


injured, having fallen in. We have no information 
from below of the extent of damage sustained; but it 
The Dam at this place, 
since the embankment has been carried away, is left in 
avery precarious state, and fears are entertained for its 
safety. In our next we shall probably be able to give 
the particulars; and we would not be much surprised to 
find the amount of injury to be so great as to preclude 
the ae of rendering this portion of the public 
improvement of any benefit during the whole of the ap- 
proaching season. We hope however, for the best.— 


correct understanding of the privilege, whether it) Conemaugh Republican. 


were conferred as a bounty, or for any other purpose. 
They hold that grants, by way of bounty, are as precise 
in their limits, as any other legislative enactments, and 
to be scrutinized upon the same principles. Consider- 
ing the gift of the lottery privilege as a bounty, may be 
important when viewing it in reference to the applica- 
tion of its proceeds, but the committee cannot perceive 
what operation the viewing it in that light can have upon 
the ascertainment of its limits. 

It was argued for Mr. M‘Intyre, fhat he had embark- 
ed in heavy contracts upon the faith of the common- 
wealth, and was therefore entitled to the most favor- 
able aspect that the subject was susceptible of. But 
granting the position to be correct, the committee are 
of opinion that even the most favorable view of his 
rights will not place him in the light he desires. It is 
certainly a well settled principle of law and common 
sense, that he who buys can obtain by the purchase no- 
thing but what the vendor has a right to sell. When 
Mr. M‘Intyre, therefore, purchases from the company 
what they had no right to dispose of, he acquires no- 
thing by his purchase. If he is willing to enter into a 
contract for a privilege thatis doubtful in its terms, and 
uncertain in its tenure, he must take his chance, and has 
no right to call upon the legislature to place him on 
more stable grounds than he has assumed himself. The 
able counsel under whose auspices he operates, must 
certainly have informed him of the slippery nature of 
his purchase, and it is probable the glittering prospect 
of success may have tempted him to venture. His con- 
tract for enormous gains was but a lottery, and if he 
has this time drawn a-blank, he cannot complain with 
any propriety when he reflects how many blanks he 
has sold to others. But the act of Assembly, with pe- 
culiar caution, and as if to put an assignee of the com- 
pany out of any conceit that he could purchase what 
they had no right to sell, and to prevent his clothing 
himself with the pretence of claiming more than he 
bought, expressly enacts that those who are purchasers 
or assignees, shall be vested for the term they shall so 
acquire, with the same rights and privileges as the said 
corporation. Now surely, independent of the ordinary 
dictates of law and common sense, if a purchaser can ac- 
quire only the same right held by his assignor, he has 
no pretence to claim any thing more. 

[ Zo be Continued. } 


GREAT FLOOD. 


BrarrsvitxF, (Penn.) February 9. 
The Conemaugh River, at the present time, is unu- 
sually high. Some apprehensions are entertained for 
the safety of the new Dam at Leechburg. It is to be 
hoped, however, that these may not be realized; more, 


DisTRESSING FrLoop at PITTsBuRG. 
The following extract of a letter dated Pittsburg, 


Friday, February 10th, 1832, was politely furnished us - 


by a friend: 

“To-day we had one of the greatest floods within the 
recollection of the oldest inhabitants. At this place, 
the water of both rivers rose at once, to such a prodi- 
gious height, as to overflow one entire side of the town. 
The water was up in St. Clair street as far as Market 
street, overflowing in its course’ the Exchange, the 
Washington Coffee-House, Mr. McDonald’s, and all the 
other buildings between Market street and the river, 
and is up in Wood street as far as Second street. The 
depth in St. Clair street is such that the inhabitants 
were obliged to use carriages and boats to get in and 
out of their houses. The distress caused by this flood 
among the poor it is impossible to describe. Hundreds 
are this night without a shelter. ’ 

I saw several families getting out of their second sto 
windows in boats, to save themselves, and when landed, 
their case was distressing beyond description. Great 
fears are entertained about the aqueduct and bridge, 
the water being above the weatherboarding, and the 
upper sides being jammed with drifts of every descrip- 
tion. The damage up the Allegheny is immense. 
Houses, stables and hay stacks have been afloat, and 
live cattle with them, pig-pens, &c. Several houses in 
Allegheny town were destroyed. In lumber, &c, the 
losses are great. The flood has been much more de 
structive than the great flood, twenty years ago, called 
the Pumpkin flood, and both rivers are still rising. The 
town is inthe greatest commotion imaginable, 


Extract of another letter, dated Williamson’s Exchange, 
Pittsburg, Feb. 10, 1832. 

I write this surrounded by the roaring and surging 
waters. On Wednesday morning the water began 
again to rise, after having fallen a little since the other 
freshet. They are now about 20 feet above low water 
mark, and nearly a foot higher than what is called the 
Pumpkin flood in 1810, which was the highest ever 
known. The aqueduct across the Allegheny, which is 
about half mile above the bridge, is in imminent dan- 
ger, the water being up to the flooring. Immense 
quantities of drift wood, trees, houses, shantees, hay 
stacks, &c. &c. have lodged against it, and threaten it 
with destruction. The current is tremendous. I sup- 
pose there could not have been fewer than five thousand 
persons gazing at it when Lleft it, (about an hour ago, ) 
who were momentarily expecting it to be carried away. 
If it goes, the beautiful bridge must go too. 

Nearly the whole lower end of the city is inundated. 
Just now a large canal packet was poled up a square 
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from the Allegheny, to relieve some families. All the 
houses on the opposite bank of the A. and the greatest 
part of those on this side, are deserted, the water being | 
up to the second stories. Our hotel has five or six feet 
oF water in the whole basement story. 

The distress among the poor will be immense, many 
escaping last night with nothing but the clothes they | 
had on. Boats, rafts, &c. are going about in every di- 
rection, saving lives and furniure. If it should rise two 
or three feet more, the whole city will be flooded. | 
There is now about three feet of water in the street, in | 
front and on the side of us, and rising every minute, cut- | 
ting us off totally from any communication with the city, | 
except by means of rafts or boats, 

We have just returned from the aqueduct, having to 
go out through a back alley and a stable yard. An im- 
mense concourse of people were yet waiting to see the 
“sport,” but were all disappointed. An incredible | 
quantity of drift is yet coming down, choking the pas- | 
sage of the water under the aqueduct. While we were 
there, several large stacks of hay came down and lodged, | 
lath and shingles by the thousand, whole piles of boards, 
&c. A shantee came floating down, witha hog’ on the 
top. It was shattered to pieces, and poor grunter was 
drawn under and probably met with a ‘‘watery grave,” 
The water is much deeper in the streets, and boats, bat- 
teaux, canoes, and whatever else can be procured, are | 
rowing and poling about for relief of families, 








! 





Extract of a Jetter, dated 
Pirtsgeure, Feb. 10. 

We are at this moment (12 M.) in the midst of a scene | 
of awful devastation. Our rivers have overwhelmed us; 
a large portion of the city is under water; and the su- 
burb, Allegheny, in which I reside, is almost totally im- 
mersed. The water is nearly two feet in all my lower 
apartments, and we have taken shelter, in the second 
story. We are upwards of two hundred yards from 
the nearest dry land. Our noble ane ee yet | 
stands, as well as the aqueduct above. ether they 
will maintain themselves is doubtful, as the rivers are 
still on the rise. 

Immense damage is already done. Houses and | 
barns have floated past us, and the whole country | 
above seems to have been swept; though we know of | 
no lives yet lost, it is more than probable many are. A | 
hasty scrawl. Yours, &c. 





Pitrszevuren, Feb. 10, 1832. 

Dear Sir,—We are at this moment immersed by one | 
of the highest floods ever known in this place.—The | 
height of the water now exceeds the great flood of 1810 


by about two feet. 
For the last four hours, the water has risen but little, 


| 


Pirrssuns, Feb. 10, 10 o’clock, P. M. 
In consequence of the severe rains we have had, 
there is at this moment, a higher flood in the Alleghen 
and Ohio rivers, than has been witnessed by the oldest 


inhabitants. The water is now about two feet higher 


than at the famous pumpkin flood, about twenty years 
ago. All Alleghenytown, below the second bank, is 
under water, from 6 to 12 feet deep. A steam-boat 
was sent over to relieve the sufferers, and anchored in 
Wm. Robinson’s garden, in front of his house. The 
water is up on the weather-boarding of the aqueduct. 
A great deal of drift wood is lodged against it, and is 
constantly increasing; and it is believed, if the river 
rises for the next two hours, as it has for the last ten, 
that the aqueduct and bridge will both go. 

Your house is surrounded with water, and your cellar 
full. I think it highly probable that the western divi- 
sion of the canal will sustain immense injury. I fear we 
shall have a sorry account to-morrow of aqueducts, dams, 
culverts, bridges,” &c. : 


Pitrssvune, Feb. 10. 

Dear Father—I hasten to inform you of one of the 
most distressing floods that ever happened in the west- 
ern country. ‘The river is so high that while I am now 
writing our cellars are filled with water—our tan yard is 
overflowed, and the flood is still rising. The water is 
up tothe aqueduct, and we are looking every moment 
to see it and the bridge swept away. A horse can al- 
most swim.at the corner of Fourth and Liberty streets. 
The whole bottom of Alleghenytown is overflowed, 
and in some places up to the 2d story of the houses, 

Pirrspure, Fes, 14. 

On Friday last Pittsburg, Allegheny-town, and the 
low-land bordering the rivers were visited by the hor- 
rors and devastations of the pans flood that ever oc- 
curred since the erection of Fort Du Quesne by the 
French. It would be in vain to give the particulars of 
the loss sustained by our fellow citizens—to describe 
the perilous escapes from the raging element—or the 
alarm that pervaded the city atthe prospect of general 
inundation. An eye witness of the terrific scene, we 
can but faintly pourtray the destruction and distress by 
which it was attended. 

On Thursday evening last, in consequence of the im- 
mense rains that had fallen and the rapid thaw, the 
rivers rose to an unusual height—many houses adja- 
cent to the rivers became untenantable. During the night 
many families were awakened a the ffood pouring in- 
to their dwellings, and many effected their escape at 
the risk of theirlives. The shrieks and cries of the wo- 
men and children could be heard throughout the night. 
On Friday the rivers rose with astonishing rapidity— 


and we therefore hope the flood has nearly reached its , and deluged parts of the city with such celerity that the 
maximum height. , inmates of dwellings were obliged to fly for personal 
Great apprehensions are entertained for the safety of | safety without stopping to save their moveables. But 
the aqueduct. The lower part of it has been immersed | thanks to an overruling Providence, though the inunda- 
since noon, and is now several feet under water. Im-| tion was sudden and unexpected, no lives were lost, 
mense masses of floating lumber have lodged against it, | The untiring efforts of the benevolent were exerted to. 
and are now pressing it with great force; but thus far all | the utmost to secure the persons and property of their 
is safe, Multitudes have thronged the vicinity for the | suffering fellow citizens. Great interest was excited 
last eight or ten hours, expecting every moment to see | with regard to the aqueduct and Allegheny bridge. 
the whole swept off. The lower parts of Penn and ; Thousands were attentive spectators of the triumphant 
Liberty streets are flooded; and the water is three feet | resistance with which the former noble structure re- 
deep on the pavement at the Exchange. ‘The watei | ceived the rude shocks by which it was assailed. The 
extends up Wood to Second street. Several dwellings | river rose upwards of a foot above the floor of the acque- 
have been swept off from the low grounds in Allegheny, | duct—large masses of drift wood clustered round the 
and some few from the Pittsburgside of the river. We piers and pressed against its whole extent, and notwith- 
do not hear that any lives are lost. | standing these untoward circumstances, it stood the 
In haste, yours, | fierce ordeal without sustaing the least injury. Great 
MAJOR WADE. credit is due to the architect, Mr. Lothrop. The Alle- 
| gheny bridge would have been inevitably carried along 
sie | with the ruins of - aqueduct. . . 
We have been favoured by Mr. Hays of the Senate, | It is impracticable to estimate the precise amount o 
i i ¢ received by him | damage, but it will not surpass the reality to say it ex- 
Mr ee ee : | seule hundred thousand dollars. Several weather- 


Friday Evening, 8 TP. M. 
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of cotton and cotton manufactory machinery damaged 
—lumber, dry goods, groceries, furniture, &c. destroy- 
ed or injured—and the foundations and the superstruc- 
tures of brick houses sunk and rent, to such an extent 
that the above sum would hardly repair the loss. 

The rivers rose about thirty-one feet above low water 
mark—of course this flood exceeded the memorable 
‘¢ pumpkin flood,” of November 10, 1810, by about two 
or three feet. The first flat of Allegheny-town was 
completely inundated. In the city, the following ground 
was submerged, viz: the whole Point to Union street-— 
and generally north of Liberty. The water ascended 
Wood street to the middle of Second—the corner of 
Diamond and Jail alleys, and the corner of Market and 
Liberty streets. 

There are numbers thrown by this sudden calamity, 
on the sympathy and charity of their neighbours. Let 
us indulge the noblest dictates of humanity, and relieve 
speedily the wants of the poor and the needy. 


boarded houses were carried away or displaced—bales 





Cotumsia, Fes. 16, 

The ice below us at Turkey Hill, has not yet moved: 
At this place the river is nearly clear of ice—what 
remains is fast wearing away. The water is about five 
feet above low water mark. 

Our Baltimore mail now comes by the way of Harris- 
burg, but as soon as the river is clear of ice, and the 
ferry in operation, the usual direct intercourse with the 
south and west may be expected. 

The damage done at Washington during the late 
break of the Susquehanna, was very considerable. The 
water was so high in Front street, that all the people 
living on it, were compelled to move. The new two- 
story ware-house of A. S. Herr, was taken from its foun- 





finished,and which cost about $4,000, is so much injur- 
ed that it is believed it will fall—a brick kitchen at- 
tached to it was torn away. Messrs. D. Minis and H, 
J. Wasson suffered considerable loss, the dwelling house 
of the latter being swept off. The water was up to the 
ceiling in Gen. Lacock’s house, and his stable and other 
out houses; fences and hay stacks were all carried away, 
and his valuable Library destroyed. At Sharon, the 
Foundry of Messrs. Darragh and Stow was torn away; 
and at Fallston the Scythe Factory of Mr. D. S, Stone 
was destroyed, and Messrs. Pughs, Wilson & Co. have 
sustamed considerable loss. The islands above and be- 
low have been stripped of every thing, their occupants 
barely escaping with their lives. 

The public works on Beaver creek have sustained 
little or no injury.— Beaver Argus. 


od 


GIRARD’S LEGACY. 


Report of the committee appointed to confer with the 
constituted authorities of the city of Philadelphia, 
and the executors of the late Stephen Girard, Esq. 
relative to the bequest of three hundred thousand 
dollars contained in his will. Read, February 6, 1832. 


Mr. Ashmead, from the committee appointed by a re- 
solution of the House of Representatives, passed Janua- 
ry 14, 1832, to confer with the constituted authorities of 
the city of Philadelphia, and with the executors of the 
late Stephen Girard, Esq. as to what laws they con- 
ceived it necessary for the Legislature to pass, in order 
to enable the commonwealth to receive the benefit of 
the bequest of three hundred thousand dollars, contain- 
ed in his will, made the following report which was 
read, viz: 





‘dation and crushed; the wall of the mill owned by That in compliance with said resolution, they pro- 
Samuel C. Bonham, of York county, is so much injur-} ceeded to the city of Philadelphia, and immediately 
ed, that it is feared the whole building will fall; the | communicated a letter to John M. Scott, Esq. president 
store-house occupied by Mr. Killy, is much shattered; | of the select council, and to James Page, Esquire, pre- 
the distillery of Jacob Manning is thrown into confu-| sidentof the common council, in which they informed 
sion; and all the cooper’s shops and sheds on the lower | them oftheir arrival, and their willingness to co-operate 
side of Front street, are lying helter-skelter. The | with any committee that might be appointed upon the 
lumber belonging to Jesse Roberts, was also moved | subject of the will of the late Stephen Girard, Esq. 
and considerably broken.—Columbia Spy. Their communication was regularly referred to. the 
ae committee on the ‘* Girard fund,” and on the subsequent 

Towanpa, Fes. 16. day, a letter was received from Mr. Scott, chairman of 

The late storm filled up the narrows on both sides of | the committee, (which said letter is hereunto annexed 
the river above this borough, and prevented all travel | marked A,) inviting us to meet them the same evening, 
along the river for several days. We are informed | when a skeleton of a bill would be submitted for our 
that the snow was five and six feet deep in places. | inspection, embracing such provisions as they conceived 
Wherever the road was not travelled as the snow fell, it | to be necessary to enable them to carry into full effect 
is yet impossible to get along with horses, on account ) the will of the late Stephen Girard, Esq. That your 
of the crust hurting their legs at almost every step they | committee accordingly attended, and co-operated with 
would take. Travelling has not been as bad for many | the committee appointed for that purpose, and agreed 





years as itis at present.—Se/tler. 
Mitton, Fes. 16. 
Two arks passed this on Tuesday last, laden with bi- 
tuminous coal, for the low markets. This, so early in 
the season, is something unusual. 


Such a scene has never before occurred in our | 


neighbourhood, as that produced by the rise of the 
Ohio river and Big Beaver creek, on Friday and Satur- 
day last. The water at the junction of those streams 
was seven or eight feet higher thanever was known be- 
fore. Bridgewater, Sharon, and Fallston were all inun- 
dated, as well as the buildings up and down the river. 
In some of the houses the water wasup in the second 
story, and most of them near the ceiling in the first. A 
great many light buildings were carried away, together 


with hay and grain stacks andfences. The loss in the | 


range where the water flowed is incalculable. 

Among the sufferers in this vicinity, Stephen Stone, 
Esq. is the greatest. He estimates his loss at near ten 
thousand dollars. —His old dwelling house and stable 
were carried away: and a large new brick house, lately 


upon a bill, which was submitted by the committee on 
| the Girard fund to councils on the following Thursday 
| evening for their approval. That your committee, pur- 
suant to a resolution of the common council, attended 
| their deliberations at the time fixed, and took seats with- 
in the bar, when the bill so prepared was definitely 
acted upon by councils and approved. They further 
report, that owing to the indisposition of Mr. Cope, and 
the absence of Mr. Duane, from the city, they were un- 
able to obtain an interview with the executors. They 
however, saw Mr. Chauncey, their counsel, who inform- 
ed your committee, after perusing the bill which had 
been prepared by councils, that he conceived it to be 
amply sufficient to enable the city authorities to 
into effect all the provisions contained in the will of the 
late Stephen Girard, Esquire, and that he knew of no 
objection which the executors could possibly make to 
the same. At his request, your committee agreed to de- 
lay making their report, until he could have an opportu- 
nity of consulting with all the executors on the subj 
when the result should be immediately communicated, 
This information has since been received in a letter from 
John K. Kane, Esq. solicitor for the city of Philadel- 
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phia, which is hereunto annexed, and which they desire | 


may be taken as part of their report. 
A. 


J. W. Asumeap, Ese. 
Chairman of the Committee of the Legislature. 
Dean Sin—Your communication to the councils of | 
the city was received by those bodies with very great | 
leasure, and referred to their committee on the Girard 
und. Ombehalfof that committee we beg yourself and 
colleagues to favor us with an interview at the cham- 
ber of the select council this evening, at 8 o’clock. This | 
gratification we should have asked for at an earlier day, 
could we by any possibility have been ready to make 
such communications as would have justified us in giving 
you, gentlemen, the trouble of a meeting. 
We are, with great regard and esteem, 
Your obedient servants, 
JOHN M. SCOTT, 
JAMES PAGE, 


Chairmen of the Girard Committee. 
January 24, 1&32. 


Leiter from J. K. Kane, Esq., io J. W. Ashmead, Chair- 
man of the Committee, dated 
Fesrvuary 3d, 1832. 

Dzan Srn—I have seen Mr. Chauncey to-day, and 

write to you at his instance, on behalf of Mr. Girard’s 

executors. He says that the executors have asingle 

amendment to make to the bill which I have sent you. 

It consists in the omission of the last recital in the pre- 

amble, that which relatesto the provision for the col- 

lege, and the injunction of certain other trusts on the 

corporation of the city. Strike out, therefore, after the 
extract from the will and the words “a certain plan | 
therein set forth,” all that follows to the ‘‘now therefore, | 
far the purpose of enabling,”’ Kc. 
He requests me also to say to you, that the time which | 
the executors will be prepared to pay the state the | 
$300,000, will depend upon the trustees of the bank, | 
from whom they are to receive it; and that the trustees 
have told him that they will probably be ready by the | 
first of April. This must of course be in some small | 
degree contingent, as the funds are yet to be got in; but | 
the probability is altogether reasonable, that by the | 
first of April, the money will be ready for the treasury | 
of the state. 
[ shall be much obliged to you for occasional informa- | 
tion of the prospects and progress of the bill, and will | 
do whatever you may think advisable to advance its | 
success. 
Very respectfully and truly, 
Dear Sir, yours, 
J. K. KANE, 
J. W. Asumean, Esa. - 
Philadelphia, 3d, Feb. 1831. 
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CORNER STONE OF THE EXCHANGE. | 


The 22d was appropriately chosen to lay the Corner | 
Stone of the Merchants’ Exchange, in Dock street, pre. | 
cisely at 12 o’clock, and while the grand civic proces- | 
sion was passing the ceremony commenced. The stone | 
was laid twenty feet below the surface, with the follow- | 
ing inscription :— 

FEBRUARY 22d, ANNO DOMINT 1832, 
Being the hundredth anniversary of the birth-day of the 
illustrious Washington, this corner stone of the Phila- 
delphia Exchange was laid by the President and Direc- 
tors, in the presence of the Stockholders, and a nume- 
rous assemblage of the citizens of Philadelphia. 
ANDREW JACKSON, President of the United States. 
GEORGE WOLF, Governor of the State. 

Directors. 
Joshua Lippincott, President. 
Samuel Comly, William D. Lewis, 
Ashbel G. Ralston, John Siter, 
Alexander Ferguson, Lawrence Lewis, 
William Yardley, Jr. George Handy. 
Thomas A. Alexander, Secrefary. 





Building Committee. 
Joshua Lippincott, Ashbel G. Ralston, 
John Siter. 

Ellwood Morris, Clerk of the Works. 
John K. Kane, Sulicitor. 
William Strickland, Architect. 
John Struthers, Marble Mason. 
John O’Neill, Carpenter. 
Joseph S, Walter & Son, Bricklayers, 
David Henderson, Marble Quarrier. 
Leiper & Crosby, Stone Quarriers. 


Accompanying the inscription several coins of the 
United States of the coinage of 1832—the Philadelphia 
Gazette of the 21st instant—and the United States Ga- 
zette of the 22d—the former containing the programme 
of the grand pageant exhibited by the citizens, were 
placed in the stone; and likewise one of the medals struck 
and distributed in the civic procession. When the ma- 
sons had completed their work, the following neat and 
happy address was delivered by Mr. John K. Kane, to a 
numerous and respectable audience, 

Fritow Critizens.—The edifice, whose deep and 
secure foundation we have assembled to witness, is dedi- 
cated to the uses of a commercial Exchange for the 
city of Philadelphia. Accustomed as we are to the 
rapid and silent advance of every thing about us, from 
the simplicity which characterizes a new settlement, to 
the refinements of splendour and of wealth, it has 
been a subject of frequent surprise that the commence- 
ment of such a structure should have been delayed so 
long. Yet there are even now those living amongst us, 
who perhaps may remember when the site which it is 
to occupy, was the shore of a sluggish and winding 
stream, where the fisherman might dry his nets, —when 
the commerce, which now demands so sumptuous a 
temple, was restricted to the trifling intercourse of a 
petty colony with its parent state,—and when the man- 
ufactures of Pennsylvania were unknown, even to pro- 
phecy? A few years further back,—less than a century 
and a half from the present moment,—a time not so re- 
mote but that some may be now. living who have seen 
and conversed with the witnesses of the fact,—and Phi- 
ladelphia had no existence, and its enlightened and be- 
nevolent founder had not yet printed with his footsteps 
the ground on which it stands! How vast the change! 
effected in a principal degree by the moral, laborious, 
and simple habits, devised to its people from the associ- 
ates of that venerable man! How impressive a com- 


| mentary on our political institutions, and the operation 


of laws, just, uniform, and few! . 
What will be the condition of Philadelphia, when a 
period of similar duration shall have again elapsed,— 
when the building which we have founded shall stand 
among the relics of antiquity, another memorial to pos- 
terity of the skill of its architect,—and a proof of the 
liberal spirit, and cultivated taste, which, in our days, 
distinguish the mercantile community! What then will 
be the condition of our country’? Will the sun that 


' shines above us, so true an emblem of our country’s 


glory, still gladden with his beams a free, intelligent, 
and happy confederacy? Will the atmosphere still vi- 


‘ brate on the recurrence of this anniversary, with the 


pealings of cannon and the shouts of a joyous and grate- 
ful people? 

It is not for us to look into futurity;—it is enough that 
we are permitted to accept with thank offerings the 
blessings that surround us;—and that we are required 
to labour for their perpetuity, by making those who are 
to follow us, worthy also to enjoy them.— Poulson’s Am. 
Daily Advertiser. 








The Centennial Anniversary of the birth day of 
WASHINGTON, was celebrated on the 22d instant in 
a very splendid manner—by processions, illuminations, 
&c., of which we propose to furnish a full account as 
soon as it can be correctly done. 


